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Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Regathering Updates – Communal Advent Penance Services: 

 

The question has arisen in recent weeks regarding 

communal penance services in the season of 

Advent.  The regathering committee discussed this 

question at length on October 28th.  At this juncture, 

communal penance services are not recommended.   

 

First Reconciliation services are a distinct situation that 

should be discerned independently.  Some parishes are 

choosing to offer additional “First Reconciliation” gatherings/times and asking families to sign 

up for a gathering/time in order to insure distancing.  As a reminder, the Diocesan Department of 

Evangelization and Catechesis had consistently counseled that 1st Reconciliation services are 

ideally placed in January: separate from Advent Penance Services. 

 

The regathering committee recommends that priests be generous in offering additional days, 

times, and possibilities for reconciliation during the Advent season. 

  

If a parish does decide to proceed with a communal penance service or a First Reconciliation 

service, it is vitally important that social distancing between congregants be observed at all 

times.  Spaces for reconciliation should also provide ample distance between confessor and 

penitent, and it well may be prudential to have a barrier between the penitent and 

confessor.  (Several parishes have made ‘see through’ Plexiglas or plastic barriers which allow 

face-to-face confessions but still with some extra protection.)   

 

Regardless of the configuration of the space, the seal of the confessional must be protected, so 

the spaces for confession must be configured in such a way that others cannot overhear the 

content of a sacramental confession.  In any celebration of Reconciliation, the Diocesan 

guidelines for the safe celebration of the sacraments should be followed, and face coverings for 

both penitent and confessor are to be recommended in the strongest terms. 

  

In the coming weeks, the Diocese will be sending out a survey on Advent Reconciliation 

opportunities in our parishes. 
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Parish Catechetical Leader (CLADD) Virtual Gathering – November 19 at 9:00 am: 
 

We will take time to pray, learn, and connect as we 

accompany each other focused on lessons learned in 

your parish faith formation planning and role out.  Many 

of our parishes have limited on-site faith formation 

gatherings based on the resources and opportunities or 

limitations of their people and area.  

 

Most everyone has focused faith formation efforts on 

these four priorities.  These best practices and/or lessons 

learned will be shared during our virtual session:  

1. Connections between adults, youth, and children in 

the parish (family formation) 

2. Sacramental formation 

3. Virtual small groups and gathered models for adult formation and RCIA 

4. Flexible, hybrid models for instruction/ongoing catechesis. 

 

Recognize that everyone – including parish staff and volunteers – is likely weary from dealing 

with the pandemic, so think simple, meaningful, and realistic in what you offer to help people 

encounter Christ and grow in love and knowledge of him. 

 

Des Moines Diocese is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

 

Topic: Parish Catechetical Leader/CLADD Check-In Session 

Time: Nov 19, 2020 09:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87472307210?pwd=RWwyT2Q4bjhPK2o1SnhySkhVOXJmdz09  

 

Meeting ID: 874 7230 7210 

Passcode: 5kEArN 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

 

Meeting ID: 874 7230 7210 

Passcode: 963202 

 

Expanded Opportunities for Plenary Indulgencies associated with All Saints and All Soul’s 

Day: 
 

Just a brief note to make you aware of an instruction which was issued from the Apostolic 

Penitentiary October 23rd expanding the November opportunities for Plenary Indulgences which 

surround All Saints & All Soul’s Day.  Highlights of the decree include: 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87472307210?pwd=RWwyT2Q4bjhPK2o1SnhySkhVOXJmdz09


1) The Plenary Indulgence applicable for visiting a cemetery & 

praying for the dead between November 1-8 is extended through the 

entire month of November. 

 

2) The Plenary Indulgence applicable for visiting a Church on All 

Soul’s Day and praying for the dead by recitation of the Lord’s Prayer 

& Creed is extended through the entire month of November. 

 

3) The aged, the sick, and those who cannot leave their homes, or 

those who do not wish to visit these places due to the practice of 

social distancing, may, instead of visiting these places, obtain these 

indulgences by praying in front of an sacred image in their homes, with the intent to fulfill the 

usual obligation for an indulgence as soon as possible, and reciting a prayer of their choice, 

reading from scripture, or offering their present sufferings to God as a spiritual sacrifice. 

 

AFF Corner – Virtual Reflections on the Word with a Community of Disciples: 
 

As a community of disciples, our faith family gathers 

online to break open the richness of the Sunday lectionary 

readings.   

 

With sessions held on Thursday evenings over the 

interactive Adobe Connect platform, the presenters at 

Liturgy Training Publications (LTP) will take time to 

reflect on the upcoming Sunday readings, helping us to 

more fully celebrate the Word at liturgy.  Throughout 

each session, reflections will be presented by a team of 

pastoral ministers, and participants will be invited to 

share their own thoughts on the lectionary readings. 

 

The lectionary readings unite believers around the world. Whether we are able to celebrate 

Eucharist with our parish families or not, we take comfort in the fact that we can still gather with 

fellow believers, be nourished by the Word, and be in the presence of one another virtually. 

 

Sessions take place from 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM Central Time on Thursday evenings on November 

5, 12, 19, and on Wednesday evening, November 24, 2020. 

 

“The Living the Sunday Word sessions on Thursday evenings was my faith community when we 

were quarantined and unable to attend Mass in person.  Now that I can attend Mass in person I 

find that I really look forward to delving into the readings before Sunday and I have a deeper 

connection with the Scriptures at Mass.  I can listen with my heart wide open.  The sharing from 

the group has nourished me and helped be grow.”  

 

Terry Navarro, Pastoral Assoc./Dir. of Religious Ed,  

St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish, Chicago, IL  

 



Use this link to register.  The cost for four sessions is $15.00.   

 

This virtual community is for: 

 Clergy and lay parish staff members 

 Liturgical ministers, pastoral musicians, and catechists 

 Catechumens and candidates 

 All Catholic parishioners! 

 

To follow along with the lectionary readings and for additional reflections, consider adding At 

Home with the Word 2020 and At Home with the Word 2021. 

 

Virtus Bulletin worth sharing to all volunteers working with minors: 

 

Children and teens grow strong in caring communities.  Together 

we prevent child maltreatment by staying vigilant and focused on 

insuring a safe environment.  The attached Virtus document The 

Intersection of Caring Adults and Reporting Child Abuse is a 

short bulletin that should be shared with all volunteers working 

with minors.  I encourage you to save this document and include 

it in a packet for all future volunteers.  I have received 

permission from Virtus to widely distribute this bulletin.   

 

Parenting can be hard.  Sometimes stress can be overwhelming.  

We all face problems and do our best to bounce back.  We all 

need help from time to time because some problems are too big to handle alone.  Everyone needs 

connections to friends and neighbors.  Parenting is easier with knowledge and support which 

often comes from the caring individuals found in our parish programming.   

 

Childhood shapes adults.   Children are shaped by their experiences and influenced by the people 

around them.   Their minds and bodies grow best when they are nurtured and protected from 

harm.  All children need to feel loved and accepted.  Childhood is easier when you can be 

yourself and you’ve learned how to get along with others. 

 

Sister Jude Fitzpatrick is our safe environment coordinator for the Diocese of Des Moines.  

Please contact her with any questions you have regarding this vital part of our ministry 

landscape.   

 

Free Webinar tonight at 5:00 pm on Implementing the new Directory for Catechesis in 

your parish – Sadlier: 

 

If these challenging times haven’t been part of your 

discernment process to rethink your parish religious 

formation opportunities for the entire community, the new 

Directory for Catechesis is certainly charting a new 

trajectory.  Are you and your parish leadership prepared for 

what this means for your community? 

https://www.ltp.org/products/details/VWSW2011/living-the-sunday-word-reflecting-as-a-virtual-community
https://www.ltp.org/products/details/AHW20
https://www.ltp.org/products/details/AHW20
https://www.ltp.org/products/details/AHW21
mailto:JFitzpatrick@dmdiocese.org


 

Join Deacon Matthew Halbach, PhD, Executive Director of Catechesis for William H. Sadlier, 

and Andrea D. Chavez-Kopp, Chief Learning Officer for The Procedo Project, as they explore 

how to implement what’s new in the 2020 Directory for Catechesis with in-person, hybrid, and 

fully online learning. 

 

The webinar will be held tonight, November 4, at 5:00 pm CST.   

 

Register for this free webinar using this link.   

 

Rekindle the Light-Spiritual Refreshment for Caregivers in the Holiday Season: 

 

Held via ZOOM!  Saturday November 14th:   12:30PM - 4:30PM CST 

 

Throughout this unprecedented year, caregivers have 

tirelessly and selflessly shown their love in grand ways and 

small.  As 2020 nears an end, one more potentially tall 

hurdle remains: The holidays!  

 

Full of profound faith and spiritual meaning and additional 

events and activities, the weeks between Thanksgiving and 

New Years can be especially challenging, stressful, and 

draining for caregivers. It can also be a time of isolation and loneliness. 

 

In recognition of this, the Archdiocese of Kansas City, Kansas, and the National Catholic 

Partnership on Disability are teaming up to co-sponsor Rekindle the Light: Spiritual Refreshment 

for Caregivers in the Holiday Season, a virtual half-day of spiritual refreshment for caregivers of 

all kinds. 

 

Led by award-winning Catholic author and speaker Maureen Pratt, Rekindle the Light… will 

include reflections on faith from the perspective of caregiving, prayer, fellowship and sharing, 

creativity, fun, and song.  Practical considerations about caregiving throughout the holiday 

season will be offered, as well as ways to connect with faith beyond the holidays. 

 

Click Here to REGISTER and receive the ZOOM Invitation 

 

National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Critical Situation Cards – Promote your 

parish mission while helping the community: 

 

Compassion in Action:  A Guide for Faith Communities Serving 

People Experiencing Mental Illness and their Caregivers is 

organized as seven key principles that offer a way for faith leaders 

to address mental illness in their community and to identify the 

small steps they can take to put their compassion into action.  Please 

download the attached pdf of this Guide provided by The 

https://go.sadlier.com/religion/implementing-new-directory-for-catechesis-parish-november-4-2020?utm_campaign=22X_20_FA_Nat_LG_Rel_Wbnr_Child&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=98418413&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9xm_L73Vkq1OjBUp_Pp41_UGZkZyRmoqjmz7UR4TyI3SrueQFTwibxXrUqUHPBvhcuazXNGBIx8dlSXlG1KY4jDj6oPg&utm_content=98418413&utm_source=hs_email
http://forms.gle/qrKHsaC3XXSN98v7A


Partnership Center: A Center for Faith and Opportunity Initiatives from the U.S. Department of 

Health & Human Services.   

 

Follow this link to order your NAMI Critical Situation Cards (Compassionate Communications 

Card, Suicide REACT Card, and Crisis Card.   

 

If you have questions please don't hesitate to be in contact with Patty Origer. 

 

October Important Dates: 

 November 1-7 – Vocations Awareness Week 

 November 11 – Veterans Day (prayer for deceased veterans) 

 November 15 – Pregnancy & Infant Loss Awareness Day/World Day of the Poor 

 November 17 – Saint Elizabeth of Hungary 

 November 21 – Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 November 22 – Solemnity of Christ the King/Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development 

 November 23 – Saint Clement of Rome 

 November 26 – Thanksgiving Day (Thanksgiving Prayer) 

 November 29 – First Sunday of Advent (Blessing of Advent Wreath) 

 

Have a great week!  Thank you for your leadership. 

 

 

https://www.asbaces.com/newaces/(S(xbzgknqvmq3fwopw52qruvq1))/storefront.aspx
mailto:poriger@dmdiocese.org
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/prayer-for-deceased-veterans/
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/thanksgiving-prayer-2/
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/blessing-of-an-advent-wreath/

